Any beer tastes better when it’s near
Fenway Park. Bleacher Bar’s beer
list is unoriginal, but you can inhale
the smell of freshly cut grass and get
home field advantage while you
watch the Sox play an away game on
a flat-secreen TV. The best thing on
the menu is the hot pastrami sand-
wich ($9), with thinly sliced pastra-
mi from Manhattan Deli-Arts, a
Westford maker of artisanal deli
meats. The bar’s entrance on Lans-
downe Street leads into an oddly

- shaped cavern under the bleachers,
where visiting teams once took
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batting practice. When the park is
empty, fans look over the outfield
through a metal grate. During home
games, the bar gets crowded. One-
way glass comes down, affording
the same view, but protecting bat-
ters from camera flashes and the
glare off clinking glasses. If eating
New York pastrami while you cheer
the Sox doesn’t bother you, the
sports bars. And you won't have to
pay a scalper to getin. Bleacher Bar,
82A Lansdowne St., Boston, 617-
262-2424. — GALEN MOORE




